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A ~ THE TRUE MEANING OF EDUCATICON (Spesch At the Tthsashei
AND OUR YCUTHE TODAY Toung Kan's Uniom 'Guiz
, gathering at
2 Qf,)li bhiai Famju School
| | , Hall)
USFORTUNATELY MOST OF US TODAY SUFFER FROY MISCONCEPTICN
ATOUP TEE TRUE MEANING AND AIM OF EDUCATION. THAT EDUGATION IS
To ENABLE A STUDENT TC OBTAIN HIGHSST POSSIBLE EXAM RESULTS

AND CERTIFICATES AND CONSEQUENTLY LUCRATIVE JOB IS THE CONHON
BELIEF, SINCE 'AL AAMALO BI-NNIYAT' i.e. MAN'S ACT ONS ARE
D:TFRMINED AND INFLUENCED BY BIS INTENTICNS AS THE SAYING GOYES
. THE FUTURE OF A STUDENT IS BCUND TC BE INFLUENCED BY HIS
S UBDERSTANDING OF THE MEAKING, AIM AND OUTLOOK TOWARDS EDUCATION.

WHAT IS THEN THE TRUE WEANING ANDAIM OF EDUC/TION ?
KL ARE TOLD THE WORD °*EPUCATION® IN ENGLISH IS ORIGINALLY
; DERIVED FROM THE IATIN WORDS "AY"™ AND "CATUM"™ WEICH WEAN TC
.‘* BRING OUT FROM WITHIN. IN OTHER WCRDS THE MBANING OF EDUCATICN
1S TO @ORK AND STRIVE TC BRING OUT IN OPEN THE INNATE CAPABILITIE
| OF HUMAN BODY AND MIND SC 45 TC BENEFIT ONESELF AS WELL AS
: OTAERS, EVERY HUMANBEIKG IS ENDOWED BY NATURE WITH SOME ABILITIES
i3 WHICH NEED TO BL MADE GCOD USE OF THROUGE PRAINING ANDEDCUATION.
THEY REMA'N DCRMANT IN AN IGNCRANT AND UNEDUCATED PERSON WWEREAS
a9 THE EDUCATED ONE IK TRUE SLNSE OF THE WCKD —LILE A JEWELLE R~ ‘
aa 1S ABLE TC KAKE GOOD USE OF KIS AB!LITIES TC THE BENEFIT OF
Si BIMSELF, HIS FAMILY AND THE SOCIETY.

N EDUCATION TCDAY IS CF PARAMOUNT IMPORTANCE AND OCCUFIES
THE MINDS BOT ONLY OF THE YOUNG STUDENTS BUT ALSQ THE PARENTS
.~ AND THS ELDEAS czf:wzar COMMUBITY. IT IS WHONG TC VALUE IT WITH
 ANY MATERIAL BENEFIT GRAINM T AT A LUCRATIVE JOB. IT ¥AS IN THE

SEVENTH @BNTURY THAT HAZRAT ALI A.A., OUR FIRST IMAN AND THE

DOOR O THE CiTY OF KNOWLEDGE, THAT HE GUIIED KANKIED ON THIS
SUBJECT BY SAYING " BE PREFARED T0 ACQUIRE KNOWLEDCE -EDUCATION
DO NOT PLACE ANYTHING AS A REPURN OF IT (KNOWLEDGE)™ IN THE EYES

OF OURSINAM, EDUCATICN ITSELF IS 4 GREAT WEALTH HENCE IT IS KOT
RLGHT TO PLACE w\{un OF NATERIAL GAIN ACAINST IT. :
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ISLAM HiS EMPHASIZED PHAT TUERE IS NC BOUNDARY LINE FOR
EDECATION. WE ARBE TAUGET THAT ACQUISITICHN OF KNOWLEDGE STARTS
FRON THE CRADLE &ND ENDS TO TEE GRAVE. IN CTHFR WORDS THE
ACCUISITION OF XNOYWLEDGE HAS PO BE CONSTANT TURCUGHOUT CUR
LIFE T1#E, WHWTHER BY COING TO SCHOOL, BY ATTENDING LECTURES
BY READING BOOKS OR BY OBSERVING FRUM THINGS AROUND US AND
TAKING LESSONS FRO¥ EVENTS HAPFENING IR THIS WORLD. BY OUR
LIMITING EDUCATICON TC ATTAINING SCHOOL CHRTIFICATES OR UKNIVERSITY
DEGREES] THERE ARE RISKS OF FAILUKRLS IN LIFE. THE ACQUIRED =
EDUCATIONAL QUALIFIICATIONS MAY AT TIMES PROVE WORTHLESS EVEN
HARMFUL. WARNING MANKING ON SUCH A POSSIBLE SITUATION, HAZKAT
ALl a.m. SAYS "™ MANY A LEARNED /EDUCATED ARE RUINED BY THEIR
~ OWN IGNORANCE"

LET THE PURFOSE OF EDUCATION BE AS WIDE AS FC3SIBLE TO INCIUDE
ACQUISITION OF VIRTUES, HUMANITY AND/GOOD CHARACTER. BY
DEEP STUDY AND OBSERVATION, LT US ADORN OURSHLYES WITH
WITH HIGEER DEGREE CF INTELIECT AND REASON TC RECCHGNIZE
AND FOLLOW THE PARHE OF TRUTH. IN ONE OF HIS WISE SAYINGS
HAZRAT ALI A.3. SAYS "TRUTH 1S THE BESTPATH AND KENOWLEDCE
IS THE BEST GUIDE"

THERE IS A TENDEECY IN OUR SOCIETY TCDAY TO TAKE THINGS
EASY AND SIT BACK BY ASSUMING THAT OUR ACQUI ICATTONAL
GQUALIFICATIONS OR THE WEALTE AND BIG NAME CRE BY OUR PARENTS
IS ENOUCH TG SEE US SUCCESSFUL THROUGH OUR LIFE TIME.IN ANY
INEERITED SITUATION, THE ACWUISITIUN OF KNOWLEDGE IS ESSENTIAL .
OF THIS, HAZRAT ALI A.S. ADVISES US IN THESE WORDS:
"YOU MAY BE THE OF#SPRING CF ANYONE, AGQUIRE XNOWLEDGCE AS THIS
RILL MAKE YOU INDSPESDENT OF THE FAMILY STATUS™ :

. MUCH CAN BE SAID ON THE TRUE AND WIDER MFANING OF EDUCATION.

. THOSE OF US WHC HAVE UNDERSTOOD THIS AKE ALWAYS WI!LING T0O
EDUCATE AND ACQUIRE MORE AND MORE KNOWLEDGS BY CONSTANT OESERVATIC
NS AND STUDY OF USEFUL BOOKS. IN SO DOING, THEY ARE ABLE TO
UFDERSTAND THE HIGHER AIMS OF LIFE AND IMPROVE UPON THEIR STATUS
NOT ONLY IN THIS WORLD BUT ALSO FOR THE HEKBAF ER, P

aant



HAVING SAID THIS ¥UCH ON THE MEANING AND AIM OF EDUCATICN,

 LET K& NOW TURE TC GENERAL E ‘ D PROBLENS OF YOUTH TODAY.
 PHW YOUTH TODAY WITH ALL HI :

oKS AND INSTINCTS IS PASSING
TTROUGH MCST DELICATE TI¥E THAN EVER BEFCRE. HE IS SUXRCUKRUED

BY ALL SORTS OF TENMPTATICNS MiDE SO CEEAPLY AVAILABLE BY THE
YISTERN INFLUSNCE AND TEE READY SUPPLY OF ATTRACTIVE HMEANS CF
ENTERT ATNY «NT. TUE SENSATIONAL F1LK AND TV PROCRANS, THE AFUNDANCE |
OF FUSICAL RECORDINGS WITHOUT WAICH LVEN AN AVARAGE TRIVER CANNCT
CORCERTRATE ON THE ROAD. THE RECENT UNPRECEDENTED BOCK\ IN TRADE &9 .
THE INCREASE IN INCOME OF EVEN AN AVERAGE FAMILY. ALL THIS IS HAVIR(
AN UNDE-INZBLE EFPECT OR EIS KIKD WITH TERDENCY TC NAXE HI¥ SLACK

¢ND LETHARCIC.

MOREOVSR THERE IS AN ACUTE PROBLEM WITH MANY A YOUTH TODAY

A4S HO¥ TO PASS TINE DURING PROLONCED VACATIONS, WEEK-ENDS AND
OFF_]TY PERIODS. THERE IS A TENDENCY, I AW AFRAID, OF FAYING
P00 MUCH ATTENTION AND CONCENTRATE DISCUSSION ON NEW MODEL CARS
THE TV AND FILW STARS ARD THE STILES OF PLATERS CF TENNIS ARD
CRECKET HPC. WHICH GO ON FOR DAYS AND DAYS AFTIR GAMES ARE OVER.
THE WORST STATE OF AFFAIRS 1S PERHATS A Fu¥ OF THOSE §BO CABNCT
PASS SATURDAY NKIGHTS WiTHOUT GAME CF CARDS OR BAMBLING. THIS
SITUATION 1S NOT ONLY ALAE BUT IT ISTRUE WITH WANY OTHER CITIES
AND TCHLES IN E.AFRICA.

_ JHERE IS 5O GAINSAYING THA? ROR 4 ESALTHY PROCRESSIVE
yours™MigaE 15 NO NEED OF RECREATION ASD STCRTS. CERTAINLY WITHIN
LIMITS, mm.‘éw ~50F ,g»zn DESIRASLE BUT ESSENTIAL. BUT IT DOES
JOT MEAN THAT THEREANG OPHER HORE IMPORTANT WoCATICNS AVAITAPLE
AKD BEPTER WAYS OF PASSING JINE.IF ORLY THE TRUE MEARINGOP
EDUCATION IS UNDERSTOCD, IS NCT WISE FOR AN AVEAAGE YOUNG MAN
00 INDULGE I¥ UALLY RsADING AND STULY OF USKFUL BOOKS. COLOSSAL

 SUMS OF ¥CONEY AKE ZEISG SEENT BY COMMUNAL INSTITUTIONS IF WAKIRG

AVAILAFLE USEFUL EITERATURE OF ISLAMIC HISTCRY AKD DIFTERENT

- OTHER TOPICS. L US HONESTLY ASK CURSELVES -YCUWG AND OLD- HOW

KANY OF US RLALLY VALUE AND READ THESE OR MAKE AVAILABLE TC CUR
CHILDRENZ?
IF $ODY WEEDS NCURISHKENT BY GCOD FOOD, HECREATION 5TC

S0 DOES THEL SCUL WITHOUT «#1CH THIS LIFE IS IMPOSSIELE. IS NCT
THEE REGULAR PRAY:RS, WEDITATION AND LEARNING OF ISLANIC TEACEINGS
BGUALLY ESSENTIAL POR THE MAINTENANCE OF SOULP IN EEALTHY STATE,
S ;pufrrm% T% YOUTH IS AN IM ORTANT SECPIOK OF A CONMUNITY.
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