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By : Ahmed H.Sheriff

There appears te be a widespread miscenceptien in the we#ld
teday ateut the true meaning and aim ef educatien. That educatien is te
enable a student te ebtain highest pessible degrees and ultimately a
lucrative jeb, seems te be a cemmen belief of many ef us these days.
'Ala'smale bi nniyyat® i.e. man®s actiens are determined and baced en
ene’s intentiens as the saying gees, a student is beund te be influenced

by kis inner bnderstanding and belief of the true meaning and aim ef
educatien anc¢ learning.

What is them the true meaning and aim ef educatien 7 WHe are
teld that the werd *Hducatien® in English is eriginally derived frem the
Latin werds *AY' and °*CATUM®' which mean te bring eut frem wifhin. In
other werds, the meaning and aim ef educatien is te werk and sirive te
bring eut inte epem the innate abilities of humam bedy and mind se as
te benefit eneself and ethers. Every humanbeing is divinely endewed
with seme abilities which need te be trained and put te werk fer useful
purpese, They remsin dermant in an ignerant and umeducated persen whereas
an educated ene in true sense sf the werd is like a jeweller whe recegnizes
and makes geed use ef his abilities in distinguishing what is geed and what
js bad. In se dsing, he is able ts benefit net enly himself but his family

and the cemmunity at large.

Béucatien teday is ef parameunt impertance and it eccupies the
anxieus minds of net enly yeumg beys and girls but alse ef the parents
and leaders of communities and natiens. It ie incerrect te value it
against any material benefit er link it with anmy lucrative pests. It was
in the seventh century that Hazrat Ali a.s. bad guided mankind en this
subject by saying ¢ De prepared te acquire knewledge. le net place anything
as a return (reward) against it.? In the eyes ef the Imam whe was described
a8 the gate te the apestalic knewledge by the Prephet e¢f Islam, the
sequiring ef knewledge and educutien itself is a great wealth hence ne

aim of material gain ceuld be placed against it,.
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Islam has emphasized that there is ne beundary line fer acquisitien
ef knewledge which starts frem the eradle and ends te the grave. In ether
werds the seeklng of knewledge has tebe censtant threugheut ene's life-time
whether by geing te scheel, attending lectures, sermens, studying beeks
er by ebserving and taking lessens frem what is happening areumd us in
this werld. By limiting the aim ef educatien and learning te attaining
eertificates and degress, ene runs the risk ef failures in life. The
aequired qualifieatiens may at times preve werthless er even harmful.
Warning mankind en such a pessible situatien, Hazrat Ali a.s. says

" Many a learned -educated are ruined by their ewn ignerance”.

Let the aim ef educatien and aequisitien of knewledge be as bread
as pessible te ineclude aequiring of virtues, heble ideas and pleasant
echarscter. Let the study and ebservatien be censtant se as te benefit
eneself and ethers.Let ene aderm himself witk highest pessible degree
ef intellectual appreach te life amd ceneentratien en the path ef truth
In ene of his wise sayings, Hazrat Ali a.s. is reperted te have said
n mputh is the best path and knewledge is the best guide”.

There is 2 tendeney in eur seciety teday te sit back and take

things easy by assuming that eur acquired qualifieatiensf er wealth
and big name left behind te us by eur ancesters are eneugh te sece us
sudeessful threugheut eur life-spam. That in any inherited situatien,
the censtant acquisitien ef knewledge is essential and en this, Hazrat
Ali a.S. advises us in these werds ™ Yeu may be an effspring ef anyene
(any impertant and netable persen), acquire knewledge as this will

make yeu independent of family status”.

human
Mankind censists ef twe things— bedy and seul. I1f /bedy needs

neurishment and acquisitien ef knewledge fer its care and upkeep,
se dees the human seul. True pregress in life is dependent upen the
develepient ef beth bedy and seul. Human life ean be described like
a man Tiding a herse. Unless beth are sufficiently streng, the ride
ceuld result inte a disastereus fall. Hence it is the aequisitien
of right knewledge, beth secular and spiritual, that is essential

for attaining true suceess in human life.
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///" In ene ef his theught preveking speeches te a greup ef Irami

teachers whs had ceme te Gum te pay tkeir respecis, Ayatellah Khemeini

described educatien in these werds:

" Educatien is a mam-making and mn-ferming enterprise, as messengers
(ef Ced) tee came fer the same objective.inucation is thke ebjective
ef all Fessengers ané Prepheis whe were appeinted by Ced, the Mighty
and Supreme. These whe are nmezrer te the Nessengers are nearer te

human statien.”

Te a greup ef students frem Ahwaz en visit te Gum, the iyatellah

is reperted te have said:

» Semeene whe learns fer the sake of learning and gives ne significance
te practice is in the werds ef the Quram like an ass leaded with beeks.
There is ne difierence as te bseks which are upen the back ef an ass
er in the brains ef a man; en ihe etherhand the man whese head is full

of besks and whe liucks cerrect buman traising is harmful te the seciety™.

" If a cerrect educatien and training be in a ceuntry, that csuntry
can maintain its independence, give shape ts its ecenemic affairs,

referm its culture and recsnstruct everything.®

Thus tke true aim and edbject of educatien is very vast and has

many dimensisns.



