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A The fourth Imam Zainul Abedeen a.s. is renown for his invaluable

teachings and expressions through the medium of his numerous supplications
to God as preserved in 3Sahifa-e-Kamilah. This is how the Imam propagated
Islam to preserve it in its original true form whilst in the state of
prolonged captivity or house-ridden solititude during the times of the
hostile Uméyya& rule,

In one of his thought-provoking duas itcwards the end of the holy
month of Ramazan, the Imam describes the month as ‘@ chosen one for praising
God, for approaching Him for forgivenness and for achieving His Grace,

He implores Almighty in these words:

" Oh Lord 1 You have ordained Ramazan to be one of the most chosen
for these duties and one of the most essential for these observances,
Tou have'given it distinction above all other months and chosen
it out of all other months and chosen it out of all other seasons
and periods of the year by having made the qura'n the light of
Guidance to descend in it, and by having enjoined in it the
observance of fast, and by encouraging us to stamd up for special
prayers (during nights of Ramazan) and by placiﬁg in it the glorious

Wight of Fower (Laila tul Qadr) which is better than a thousand months™

Expressing deep sorrow at the approaching departure of the holy mopth

as if it were a departure of a close and dear friend, the Imam says:

"We bid farewellias we did goodbye to one whose departure is hard
upon us and makes us sad and whose going away makes us feel forlorn
ant whom we owe a responsibility which we deserve %o be discharged
and a reverence Which deserves to be observed, and an obligation
that has to be satisfied"

Finally the Imam discloses the distinctive and special features of
the boly month in the following words of salutations:

"Peace be upon you, O glorious month of God 1 O great friend of believers.
Peace be upon you, O the most revered of periods. With you were we

associated O best of the months.

Peace be upon you, O month in which worldly hopes diminished and in

which good deedd increased.
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Peace be upon you, who was the most cherished companion when present

and whose ébsence was lamented at departure.

Peace be upon you, 0 object of our hope whose separation grieves us.

Peace he upo n you, O friend whobecame familiar on arrival and gave

us delight and made us feel solitary on departure.

Peace be upon you, O divine comrade in whose company hearts grew

tender and sins diminished.

Peace be upon you, O helper who assisted us against Satan.

Peace be upon you, O companion who eased for us the path to spirituality

anc goodness. -

Peace be upon you, how numerous were those who were emancipated from

their slavery during yoﬁr stay.

Feace be upon you, how lucky were thcse who observed the respect due ~

to you.

Peace be upo n you, © happy month which were an eraser of our sinms

and a coverer of our shorteomings.

Peace be upon you, how tedious was your compény to the sinful and how

wonderful to the minds of believers. |

Peace be upon you, O month with whom other months cannct compare,

Peace be upon you, O month who was a peace unto EVEIrybody .

Peace be upon you, O month whose company was agreeable and whose

association was ennobling.

Peace be upon you, as you brought blessings and washed away from us

the dirt of guilt.

Peace be upon you, O month who did not keave us on aecount of our

_tiredness and ®whose fasts were not abandoned on account of tEdiousnesé;,

Peace be upon you, O month whose arrival is looked forward to earnestly

befcre its appointed time and whose departure is lamented before its

due time. _

Peace be upon you, how many evils are wrned away from us and how many

bleseings are showered upon us on your account. =eamee

Peace be upon you and on the Night of Power (Laila tul Gadr)

which is bcttei than a thcusand months. ;

Peace be upon you, how much did we long for you yesterday and how

intense will be our eagerness for you again when you are gone 7

Peace be upon you, we shall remember your execellence of which now we

are deprived and of yourApast blessings of which-we have been Stripped.“
No.3 vd FZ)



