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SAHEEFA ALl-KAMILAH
TEE PBRFECT EPISTLE

It was during the years of 395@8f8w 1950-60 wher the late Khwaja
Abdul Latif insaxl, the eminent Pakisiani schel:ir aed preacher, was ence

siscussiag the glery and Ligh stntud e the beek Saheefa Al-Kamilah. He
related Lis experiance and cesptact with am Americam Christam lady whe had
come te the Bast ia the ceurse ef her rezearch 82 rituwls ef prayers by
different religioms. She had previeusly come acress zud studied Saheefa
Aawigys cersisting ef invecaliews by Hazrat Ali a.s. amd expi®sed much
admiratiern. The Khwaja Saheb suggested te her te study Sabeefa Al-Familah
centaining the preyers ard invecatiems by his grandsen Imam Zainulilsdeen a.s.
Whilet iz Iran, the lady had an eppertumity ef studying the Saheefa .
&1 Kamilah. ieing am educated lady well-versed ia the Aratic language, she
ceuléd essily digest ths urnderlyiag meaming ard interprotatien ef the invaluable
invecatisns by the imam. She felt s¢ much impressed and meved that sbe
rcad;l; camnverted te Isiam remarking that ne ether becl of prayers weuld
lurpasa this &6 it cestaised the supreme pessiltle humam appreach tewards
the creater nllsh.
Such wveing the impact of this hely bask, whsever teek am eppertunijy
of making a serieus study could aet remaim withsut shevering werds of eulegy.
Borm im 1862 and educated in il izhar Uriversity, the nvreminent irab DHfefesser
of Fhilesephy and auther of mamy valushle bseks. Sheikhul Islam Tamtawi Jawhari

frem Alexamdria wae ence presemted Ly semeeme with a gift ef Saboefa Al-Kamilah.

He was seme ruch everwhelmed by the centeate that he ¢xXpresaed these viewss

" I have studied this beek with utmest cars. I lLave geme threugh the

iavecatiens and supplicatiens with soarﬂhlmg 5yos. I was ztumned

by the lefty mearimgs aud desp semse coutaxnca therein. I was deeply
impressed by the value snd magaificence of these inveycatiens.

I werser hew the Wuelims Lave all aleng bveem igneraut of such a
valuable treazure. Thgy have beem in deep slumber fer theme cedturies.
They ceuld net ever feel that Allah hLas subplisd thew with such

@ precisus stere sl kwnewledgelUTs ihe sxtemt that I have bsenable

te meﬁi.ta"ée ever 1%, I mwetice that its werds are abeve thns' ef

the crested sndk amd Uelew these sf lthe Creatern.

He aotlce frem the pages ef histery that Imaa Zainul Abedeesn a.s.
/fE:;Vyeart te come after the tragedy of Aarbala,L s virtually umder heuse

iaprisonment.?csp;o in Hedima where the Imam lived were still uader harsh
» suppressien ef the Umayyad rulers ef the time. It was a time kiem Ahl Albait
were made te bﬁ igwered 1, the mam in the strest. it Was almest ikpessible
fér peeple teo appreach the descendents of the Prbphot te seek knewledge
ef the hely (ura'n amd hadith.is the divimeiy appeinted guide fer the Ummah,
hew ceuld the Imam carry ong the disseuination ef the knevledze of the faith
witheut endangering his safety and that of his Psllewers. The Imam chese
the medium of imvecatien amé supplicatiem ts 4llab, which preves of lasting
effect. jhat a segacieus and wise etsr this was ts prsserve the lofty

teachinze eof Islaam.



e

2 fnorder that this hely beek is preserved fer the bLemefit eof pesterity
/'Imlm Zjiaal Abedéesr as. had eriginally dictated the invenatiems therein
to tpo «f his sens MHehameé ibm Ali anu Zeid ibta Ali. Fer seme ysars the
beek was precerved secretly lest it :r tanpered with. Hewever duriang the
times of Imam caffer Sadiq &.8., it wae cepied and circulated areund ameng
the f4llewers ef Ahl Albeit. It is said that the cepy fiew the hands of
Zaid zfter his death was foumd te be incesmplete whereas the sne frem Mohamed
iba £1i 41 Bager wees perfect hemce ite mame Saheefa Al XKawilah became widely
pepular. The name may alse Lave bser meant te iaply that this is & perfect
beek of guicsnce aré spiritual help fer the beliewsrs im thLeir dsy teday
preblems. ~u)£Lw\ 3

The beek came zlse te be knewn as Schesfa Al oadﬁadi;ya,]ono of the'
épithets eof therlman. It &8 nlse been referred te & ‘Labsere ile mebammed®
Eeaning the Psalms of the Jhildren ef Hehumwed. Cervainly the werds of the
Imam in the teek ave met Melsw these ~f Hagrat Duvee-d ia the Zabeer.

It alsy came te be kaswnm 33 *Injesls Ale lNehawwed® meaning the Evangel
ef Bhe Tssple of ths leuse of the Preynet.

E;g;\im—éepth etuty, the Usbeefs will Le fewund uvaveilinsg 2smy secrets
of k£aru1:5 aud nysteries o kmewledge. The learlenéing invebatisps therein
in®piTe 2 roader te abetain frem ovil and leun Lewwrde viriue and piety.

Ome whe recitgs the iavecsiiows with usesrsianding is wpi te cencemirzie

Lhis attentien tewards & ilah amd atiaim zelrf-purificatiem ard spimitiual
upliftment. Sf:(invocatiena‘soma sixtyeigkt of thom‘partaia te different
sutjects and|recited eam special vccasiems, like day ¢f Arafat, Idd el Fitre
Idd el Adba, coameacement aud ema of the holy Ramazam. Senmé a2rs en eccasdens
like thusisrsterm, arrival of mews ef ene's death, when faced with heavy

debl; bardsbips er seekinmg Allah's Pfergivemmess agaiuet sims. Or Such mements
whea bumae ueart is slakem eI ene vecemes bewildersd met kiewing what te de,
the sublime werds im thkess invecatiens de irdeed previde great selace and

- tranguilitye. Omly whem enre ;izﬁékih; varieu® imvecatiene with full usderstandir

thiat be ar appreciaie the true velue ef this hely besk.”

IT there was any lLely beek cheser by am Imem &8 a gift te be effered
e vae pieus naé bigh calibre jurietg it waz the Saheefs 41 -Kamilah. The
fellevwing sdex Ty dees indesd imdicate the prafeund v:luc and status of it:
; illams Nehamed Tugi Majliasi, the faibsr ot the famsus Hohamed Bager
¥ajliel, was welkmewn fer kis piety, excellemcs of bhhracter 2ad bis endeaveurs
in the prepegaticn sf the traditiews of Lhl Albait, Iu hLis Dbeok 'Kan La Tabzurll
Figah* Vel 4, he narrstes how iz She ceurse of his draams, he was beirg
guidéed by the 12tL Imam Sahibul Asxr a.f. en varzouﬁ kaetity questiens ef
Jurisprudsace aad recemmemdation met te miss the mid-amight prayers.

In a dream srce the Allamal reguested the iZth Innn for a gitt of a
ook frem which he ceuld constantly berefit. The Imam reécemmended te him
Saheefa Al-Kamilah telliing him that it was a ¢1ft fram hll and he sheuld
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S Lt Bt e mnvmttan caemad ad a nartinsniar nl ’n.éllulh c.‘f‘m

i 3. 1 the Sabesfa
thet in sccsrdarce with the advies ef the Iaaa7he csllgcted &

i ienl iz his sxcercizes ef self-purificatimwa
frer which he bemefitted 2 grea t deal iz bis sxcercizes of seli-puri n_



