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RACIAL AND COLOUR BAR-
ISLAMIC CONDEKNATION 1IN PRACTICE

It was during his active caliphate‘wﬁen;fﬁli a.8. once
‘on pulpit wgs‘addressiug the people of HMadina. he‘dgcléred that he was
not going to discriminate. He would not differentiﬁtE"Between one Nuslim
'against'anéther on the qucstion of distributidn'from'Bay;tul-mal(the '
state treasury) He would not favour anyone by even one dirbam. He would
“not entertaln any bias and accord nore favourable trcqtment to anyone.

;" A1l" were 'to Ye treated as equals.'

Hearing that statement from the gathcrlng, Akll— the brotkcr
of 4li a.s. raised his voice loudly. He asked whetner he (belng the Caliph's
brotter) would be looked upon on the same level as a black man (a slave of
1ower race) inMadina ? Looking rather enraged at such a. questlon, Ali a.s.
retorted ™Sit down 1 Was there no one else to Spcak from ‘the gathering but
yourself ? Yn what basis could ycu c1a1m superlorlty over a black man

'except faith and plety ? (provided these existed in you)

From the foregoing, we arrive at the followlng conclusions:
a) " That the qucstlon of colour dlscrlmlﬂqtlov has been ex1st1ng
: since those olden days.
b) That to Ali a.s. thismucedien guestion was soHAbhoring that he
ctcd sharply even to hlS own brothcr when 1t was raised.
c)‘lwnen as caliph of the kuslim umwaq, All a.s. was strict in the
g cqultable distribution ofthe state wealth to the p30ple fcr
their economlc upliftment.
© . The fact is that in Islam all are lobked'upoh as equal irrespective
“of colour, crced, tribe or ancestry. Ho one is considered as supsrior to
anothicr except on the basis of faith and pisty. The holy Qura'n refers
to this in these words: ' ‘ :
‘%0 HANKIND 1 WE HAVS CREATED YOU MALE AND FEBMALE AND HAVE

'MADE-YOU NATIONS AND TRIBES THAT YOU MY KNOW ONE ANOTHER

SUREBY THE MOST HONCURABLE OF YOU WITH ALLAH IS THE ONE

"ANONG YOU MOST RIGHTEOUS (Sura Hujarat v.13)

In the logic of the boly wura'n, people have been created with
differentiating colour, erede creed or race to enable thep to recongnize
‘and establish good human relationship and not hate each other.

“In the interpretation and commentary on tﬂe’above'gyat, Ibne
ALbbas is mentioned to have said that a slave had conveyed ﬁ%?’message and
“requested for a hand inﬁ marriage with a beautiful girl from the tribe
of Bani Beyadha. The Prophet recommended to the family mémbers of the girl
to accept the message. They in reply saids "Oh Prophet-of Allah; Do you want

us to give away our daughters to our sdaves 7"
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/ Whefi this talk was going on, the above ayat of the holy Qura'n was
revegitd and thus the discrimination existing among the Arabs of the
pre-Islamic times came to an end. The Brophet is reported tohave saids

©:- MALL OF YOU ARE THE SONS OF ADAM AND .ADAM WAS CREATED FROM CLAY
THOSE WHC REFER TO THEIR PARERTS AND CONSIDER TﬁEﬁ%ELVba AS

+ SUPEBRIOR TC OTHERS SHOULD NOW ABANDOE THIS BELIEF OTHERWISE
- PROM ALLAH THEY WOULD ENJOY NO ELEVATED STATUSH »

Again in his farewell sermon, the Brophet is reportedbto have
(5214% woH PEOPLE 1 VARILY ALLAE HAS RENOVED FROM YOU TOUR PRESISLANIC

HAUGHTINESS AND BOASTING ABOUT YOUR FOREFATHARS. ALL OF YOU

ﬁgb DESCENDED FROM ADAM AND ADAN W4S MADE FRCON DUST, T"“%E EXIDTS
SUPZRIORITY OF ARABS OVER NON;uﬁﬁﬁb EXChPT WiTH PIn

(Fa;rul Islam)
" In another statement, the Prophet had saids |
~ WPEOPLE_ARE ALL EQUAL LIKE THE TEETCE OF A CONBM » -
: - - (Men'i&lYazhurul Fagech),
& The distinetive feature of Islam is that its message was not
confined to Arabia nor to any chosen tribe or race. #ith belief in Cne
- God as its foundation stone, there is no more than one Teligion to which
o tal d people of the world are invited. To give the mess“gs of Islam a universal
appedl and establish Islamic brotherhood and egaality, we find it took a
practical turn in the form of lettersfehich Frophet ¥ohammad s.a. sent in
the sixth year after Begira to thé then rulersvand*kings of that age.
The Frophet wrote to the rulers of Rome, Persié, Yeﬁen;*Egypt‘ahd Alyssinia
inviting“thcm to Islame It will also be noted that “the converts to lslam
then 1rc1uded people of different races and tribes and from different

COLntr1€S. o
Phe fact is that no other rellglon but Islam has succeeded in showing

a practzcablc path of human eqmality free of all racial prejudice and .
. barrier. In the light of the foregoing Islamic teachlngs, it behoves

every true Muslim not to harbour any prejudicc against anothsr Muslim.



