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GUIDE US IN THE RICGHT PATH ( AlFateha- 6)

¥uslims recurringly utter *'GUIDE US 1IN THE RICHT PATH' atleast ten
times a day in their daily'praycrs. ‘he question that logically arises is that
if Islam ie already the right pntthn which the Fuslims are, whj,do they then
have to pray daily imploring Allah to guide them to the right path. Since the
very fact of saying the daily prayers implies the fact that they do believe in

Islam, what is the pbint in asking God tb:gpide on & straight path ?

It is a fact that the notion of 'guide us in the right path' has
not only been formulnted for the purpose of uttering it in 2very prayer, but

because man is always in need of Divine Guidance. ¥hy 7 Becnuse human life is

5 notssimilar to the highly automated byclea of a machine or 2 computer thut work

according to certain predetermined designs or program. Han on the other hand, is
ever in the nrocess of making choice and selsctlon, and this conditicn requires
a constant guidance, Fan is a‘pernetusl seeket and explorer, arn exploeer is in
ever nced of guééaaoo a guide. #ho can. be a, better guide then Allh whose guidarce
carn lead man t*rough the complex intricacles Of worldly life and invigorate and
revive in him ef-his the consciousness an¢ awareness that can warn bim of dangers

and remind bim of his duties. (1)

The word ”ﬂIHDBﬂA” i.e. guide- show‘uq has a wide meaning and is not

vrcstrlcted to the knowledge or practive 6f ny doctrine. ﬁan has to be ever

aceklng the knovledge of the higher trutﬁs leadlnp to the blgher spiritual

elevations open to bis personal progress. fheg’r1g*t or straig‘t path'® in this

‘verse does not eonfire itself to mean onig dgctrzge of Islam. Pr*y“r for puicance
to the right path cowprsrends 111 asnects of the life of %um an souls in the world

viz phys1cal, mental, moral and sviritual. In t*e higher ssnss, it is a prayer for
tna spiritual assietance to enable man to reaéb the destination in accordance with
tqe objeet of his c?éatlon into this world. »

It is aleo kuown phenomenon that t‘é essential prerequisite for following
the right path is the intense love of the cor1ect1y guided ones. It is to serve
this necessity of man’ that the loly Frophet gndoined love his ahlul Bait who being
divinely guided nnd have undoubtedly been alwﬁ%s on the right path., They were sent
to nct as models for ordirery membcrs'of,humaq race to cooy =0 as to reach the

various heights of divine grace (2) : é \\;

For those no% on-a right ﬁ&tb to praﬁ_for gﬁidancé is understandable
but for ttosé'/élready believing with conviet: on inte @zf“t nath af Talam ta do
so, sounds rnthcr strange. ln particular what ocpuld be the purpose behind the
aIOphet nd the Imams who were ngrpect ru@ rnfallible Lunman belr;s to utter such
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¥an in the course of the right patk is subject to the risk of devintion

and going astTay. For this very reason, he is required in every possible moment of

his 1life to pray 4o Cod for protection %o remain steadfast on the right path of Isla

Our ex1stercc can be compared with that of an electrict buldb providing licht

e light from the bulb oonstantly and evenly diffusing

in a plzce. ﬁhen one secs t
and closely linked with the bulb.

he may think tha 't electric1ty wis there filled in

dhereas it is not so, because every moment the electricity suprly is renewed from it

source through the electric uiree and as’ the bulb geies goes or receiving it, it

- continues to diffuse the 11ght. Slight cut in the contlnuous supply of electricity

car be seen to cause dlsturbance to the }ight reeul

Similarly our existence is
very moment is a new phase need;ng infusion of life

ting into a black out.

like that of an electric buld a?pearing to be

stéfic but in fact in fnct e

frOm the o*iginal source of Bi
—=8 8 fresh one, we need renewed guinanee from Allah,.

vine Urace, accorﬁingly since every moment of our 1ife

the repented prayer for guidance is tc enable us to move forward
gradually putting ‘bnck any harmful and imperfect facters

Secondly,

on the path: of perfection,
It is meaﬁt for the attaihment of yet further s tages of perfection

Since only Allah is an absolute

in our lives.

and this where the Prophet and Imams alto ‘come in.

Ferfect Being, ail the ereated beings wit*out any exception are in the course of

- marching forward towards higher stages of: eleyation..oo there ¢
s i
if they were nlso to pray from Allah for: gu;dance for yet further?%%ﬁ%ga of perfect

ould be no otjectior
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The holy wura'n supports this fact by thc fQ’l\ﬁlﬂg ayatss

n4ND (as for) W10 FOLLOW *m-‘ nca'r »Laucr:w, BE INCREASES TUEM IN
GUI;«ANLE mzw GIVES Tn&:& "“bl% Gb‘mfov(x (a,g‘ ainet evil) (Muhazmad- 1 17

" ALLAR a‘ILL EALLT TW 038 OF YOu  fHC FELIEVE, 4D THGSE WHO ARE
uvm knOﬁm}&n, IN BIGH Dwm" A 1mu3ad11at- 11) (3)
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