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THE FiRST AFRTCAN CONVERT TO ISLAM

t was ih the year 570 a.d. that Bilal was born in Sorat, a
mountainous place in Western Arabia. His father Rebah and mother Hamama

bad come to Arabia as slaves from Xkyxximixz BEthiopia.

Omayya bin Khalif was & rich man from the tribe of Qurazisk. He
kad zanyxsomaxzzx a large family and many slaves. One of the slaves he had

purckaseé was Bilal. He sevywed kis master as a kousekeeper.

When Omayya and kis family went to worshkip idoles, Bilal would
pray to cne God as taught by Islam. One day his master came to know about
this and ke asked :
"Oh Bilzl 4 Do you worship and prosirate before the God of Mukammad s.a. ?
" Yes i replied Bilal. I worszip and prosirate the one Almighty and
Great God.
On kearing thkis, Omeyya got very angry and re started torturing
Bilal every time. He forced zim tc lye down onm burning sand under mid-day
kot sun. He would then ask him to abandon Islam %gi instead worshkip
"Lat and Uzza™ the two great idols. But Bilal who was determined in his
belief of one Goi replied " AHAD - AHAD" mezning God is one - Qod is one.
Ai times he was tortured with burning kot iron rods but ke would not surrender.
Onet in a very kot day under 2 scorcaing sun, Bilal was Torced to lye
down aniﬁgaed wita a thing. Then a very heafly sione was placed over his chest
and this made him unconcious. later at sunset when ke regained his senses,
-ke found tgqt tue hea¥y stone was no more on his chest. He wonderecd whko had

‘come to kis kelp.




% 2w

On Rearing the story of severe torture and sufferings of Bilal,
the Prophet of lslam felt pity on bim. He arranged for kim to be purchased
from uis master. When this was done, he was set free from slavery. In this
way, the Prophet had many cslaves set free and set examples of how slaves
were to be treated fairly and kindiye

Thus Bilal was the first Agrican to embrace Islam. Because of

kis staunch faith in One God and his pure character, ke soon comsanded very

highk respect. Thke Prophet liked kis melodious voice 2rd made him the first

Muezzin~ the czller to prayers.

In appreciation of kis good qualities, the Prophket told Eilal

" When cne is remembered for kie nobility and high character, your name

will be taken 5 g5 example"
Bila remained a8 = close compznion of the Propket on every occasione.
But when tke Propket died, ke beceme much grieved and looked very solsan.

He was not happy with the way the Calipks ruled over Islamic countrims.

fe discontinued giving izen and migrated to Syria. He lived there for about

ten years and died. His grave is still existing in the famous Muslim grazveyard

in Damascus yhere people go to pay respect and salute bim.

Thus & poor African borne of & alave family, gained an everlasting
name znd respect because of hi= staunchk faith in Islam and kis pure good

character.
Over 1300 years have passed since he died but kis name i=s still

remmbered. The people of our time take pride in naming Islamic religious
institution with kis name. Bilal Muslim Mission of Panzania and Kenya

iz an example of the honour to this gre=i Kuslim.



