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4 CHRORCLOGY OF EVENTS IE THECOURSE OF EIGRATION

In the fifth year of Be'that (missiom) inm the smonth

of Hajab, a first party of eleven men and four womem
fros the huslim converte migrated to Abyesinia, following
the Prophet's advice to seek refuge abroad.

Encouraged by the first migration, the FPro;het permitted
others to follow. Accordingly thirtythree men and eighteen
women left ¥ecca imdividually or in small groups and fled
to Abyssimia.

Jaffer b. Abu Talib with fifty othiers followed them. Thus
a total of onehundred and sixteem refugees reached
Abyssipia in safety.

In the spring of the fhirteenth year of Frophei's He'that
(mission) some of bis followers began migraticm to Yathrid
(%adina). #¥ithin two sonths, about onebundred and fifty
Yeccans succeeded in reaching Hadiaa.

Cn receipt of God's command, the Prophet accompanied by
ibu Bekr escaped in the dark of a night and hid in the
cave of #ount Thowr. After three days when the persuit
of enesies subsided, it was onday the 5th Habi-ul-iwwal
or 2lst of Jume 622 4.D., they were started on their
Journey lc Kadiza.

{m ¥onday the 12%h Habi-ul-iwwal- 28th June 622 A.D.-
thirteen years after his Be'that (missicn) Frophet Fuhasmad
arrived at .uba, a suburb town 2 miles from ¥adima after

a2 prolonged journey of nearly 250 miles from Mecca.

Cn Friday the 16th Rabi-ul-iwwal- 2nd July 622 i.D. at

" moon he halted at Hanawna- midway betweon oba and Eadina

received by the ¥eccan and ¥adinian domnverts, pefformed
the first Friday congregaticnal prayers. ifter prayers,
the Pro ket in grand ceremonicus procession entered HBadina
on the same aftermoon.

{From Early History of Islam)
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' PHR WETHOD OF ASCERTAINIRG PHE ISLAEIC AEs CHRISTIAK YEARS

professor .8, Wilsom in Ris Glossary of Terms gives the

following method s

» maltiply the Eijrab year bty 2977, the difference belwesn 100
solar anud as many lunar Mohammedan yeurs; divide the preduct by 100,
and deduct the guotient froa the Hijrah year; add to the résult 621,569
(the decimal being the equivalent of the 15th July, plus 12 days for
the change of the faleadar) sud ihe guotient will be the Christian year
from the date at which tbe Nulamwmedan year begine; thus, Hijri 1269 x
2.977 is egnl to 3777.8 which divide by 100 - 37,778 and 1269 - 37.778
- 1231.222; this plus 621.569 ~ 18%2.7913 the decimale corresponding to
9 months and 15 cays j.e. the 15th Cetober, whkich is the commencement
of Hjjri year 1209. The reverze formula for finding the corresponding
Bijrah year to a given thristian year, ie thus laid dows. Zubsiract
622 from the curreat yeor; mul®iply the result by 1.0307; eut off decimals
and sdd .46; the sum will be the year, which, when it has a surplus
decimal reguires the additien of 1 : thus, 1852-622- 12303 1230 x 1.0307-
1267.761; 1267.76 plus .46 - 1268.22, add therefore 1, and we have the
equivalent Hijrah year 1269.



HIJRAT

¥HEN DID IT ACTUALLY TAKE PLACE 7

¥r, Thomas Patric Hughes, Bopt, HeReheSe in Ekis boock
A Dictionary of Islam describes on page 174 the meaning and timing
of migration of the Prophet of Islam in these words:

» BIJRAZ 1it. *migration' (1) the departure of Muhammad from
Makkah (2) the ¥uslim era (3) the act of a Huslim leaving a country
under infidel rule (4) fleeing from sin.

The date of Pubammad's flight from ¥akkab was thefourth
day ofthe first mouth of Rabi (Habi-uleiwwal) which by the calculation
of ¥r. Causin de Percevel was June 20th, A .D. 622. The Hijrah, or the
era of the " Hegira" was insiituted seventeen years later by Kbalifa
Umar, which dates from the first day of the lumar month of the year
viz Eumharram, which day in the year when the era was established fell
on Thursday the 15th of July i.0. 622. But altbough Umar instituted
the official era, according to A}-Tabari the custom of referring %o
events as happening before or after the #ijrah originated with Fuhammad
himself.*”
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By Abmed H. Sheriff

HIJRAT

PHE LSSONS WE DERIVE FROM b 3 3

Fourteen centuries have now elapsed since the migration
nd his newly converted Huslims to distant

of the Prophet of Islam 2
hands of the Guraishi infidels.

lands following inhuman persecubion at e
o :
Their nigratioﬁ%pads suchfihpressive impact that a new chapter opened

jin the history of Islam. Not only this, but it marked the beginning

of a new Muslim era which has come to be kumown as #ijrat.

But one may wonder why is Hijrat so significaht in the

kistory of Islam and what are the lessons we derive from the migration

of Huslims from their homelands to new lands.
The history of Arabia tells us of untold hardships,

suffered by the Prophet and

ferocious persecutions anc inhuman Sortures
Islam opposed to idol worship.

his handful converis on the proclamation of
of the Guraiski jnfidels was to desitroy Islam and prevent

Had it not been for the staunch faith of the Muslim

The main object
it from spreading.

converts and their steadfasiness against heavy odds, the divine message

of Islam would Lhave soon disappeared in oblivion. Such was the impact of

the truth that they did rot succumb to any pressure from the infidels.

Another factor worth emulating is the love and reverence
the Prophet of Islam and their trust hence

It was their faith in the Prophet as a divine

those Huslims cherished for

their firm obedience %o him.

LVON
messenger and 4he $ruth %g his message that inspired them Po cooperate

with the Prophet in furthering the cause of Islame.
That Islam is not a religion of fanaticism and that it

fully respects the safety of human iife and dignity is also to be learant

from this historical event of Hijrat. Had it not been for this fact, the

Prophet would not bave advised his newly converts %o migrate from lecca.

#hen the wuraish wére bent upon %o annihilate the Muslims, it was this

migration that helped in protecting their lives.
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fian by nature is deeply attached to the land where he was born.
He finds it exiremely painful to migrate from his homeland where he had
grown up and prospered. 1% calls for greater courage and higher aim of
life to migrate to distant lands, leaving behind all his attachmentse.
For the Prophct and his followers, it was not merely the protection of
their lives but the noble aim of protecting Islam and the spreading of
jts true message %o the outside world that made them undertake the migration.

Fhat the first country to be chosen for migration was Africa is
also worih noting. lespite the facht that the emigrating Muslims had to
face the hardship of crossing the sea to reach Bthiopia, yet they went
there. The message of Islam which they conveyed to the people there
left its marks and made deep impression upea#he minds of the people.
Moreover this evemi proves the universality of Islamic message and the

special concern of the Prophet forxr the down=-trodden negro Trace.
of all these historical events, the elimax was in the migration

of the Prophet himself and his grand entry into Yathrib which later changed
its name to Madinateun-Nabi (the City of the Prophet). Fo soomer the Prophet
settled down, he underiook the construction of a mosyue, since known as
Hasjid-un-Nabi, with himself working hand in hand with his followers and
labourers. Thus setting an example of Islamic brotherhoed and mutual
cooperation. The mosque became the centre of the daily congregational
prayers and 2 place of aequiring divine knowledge and guidance for the

pEople.
The Prophet's setilement at #adina and his subseguent establishment

of Islamie brotherhood became the foundation-stone of Islamie civilization.
By establisbing an Islawic State there and providing a practical system

of Islamic rule of equity and justice, the Froget proved to the world that
Islam is not a mere dogma and collection of rituals but a complete way of
jife which included politiecal science and a system of how to run a truly

welfare state.
when celebrating the completion of t:ze 1400 years of Hijrat and
entry into the 15th century, let us make deep study of Islamic history

and draw inspiration of the great sacrifices made by early luslims in

the proteciion and spreed of Islam.



EIJRAT

HAZEAT ALI'S GREAT DEVCTION TO THE PROPHET
CH THE BIGHT OF BIGRATICE

Beholding with alarm the exodus of the followers of
the Frophet and dreading the consequences of the new alliance of
Echammed and his followers with the people of Yathrib, the Goraish
formed a strong comspiracy to preveat his escape to Tathrib. They
kept close watch over the movements of the Frophet and tock measures
to put him to desth. They held a council to discuss how they should
do away with Muhasmed. Ome opined that he stould be impriscned in a
cell having but a little bole, through which be should be given scanty
food till he died. Ancther suggested that he should be banished.
These proposals were rejecied by others lest he should possibly find
means of relesse and belp to avenge. it lengih they decided to force
into the Prophetes dwe!ling the same night, and appointed one man from
each of their separate families %o join the murdercus attack upon
Fuha:mad inorder to baffle the Hashimites to avenge themselves upon

‘any particular member or family, as it would cbviously be impossille

for them to incur the risk of entering into feud with 211 the families.

This secret conspiracy was hardly at work, wben the
angel CGabriel appeared to the Prophet, informed him of the scheme
ageinst him, and communicated to him the permission of Allah to his
Bijrat or exile from Fecca to Yathrib that wery night.

iy the time the murderers began to assemble before the
dwelling of the Prophet, he appraised his favourited cousin, ili, of
the impending danger, and of his intention to leave the house at cnce
for good. fe directed Ali to lie down on the bed in his place and
cover himself with his (the Prophet’s) well known green mantle.
Unhesitatingly 4li carried cut the instruction and Fohammed, repeating
the first eight verses of Sura YaSeen of the Holy Guran, sallied forth
unobserved by the assailanis as if they were stiicken with blindness.

shen all the assassins had been assembled,"they (in the

words of W.Irving) pausedat the door amd looking through a crevice, beheld, as

they thought, ¥ohammed wrappedim his green mantle, and lying asleep
on his coach. They waited for a while consulting whether to fall on
him while sleeping or wait until he should go forth. At length they
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burst open the door and rushed towards the coach. The sleeper started up
but instead of Nohammed, Ali som of ibu Talib stood before them. Amazed
and confounded they demanded " Where is Fohammed 7% * I know not,” replied
ali sternly, and walked forth, mor did aany ome venture to molest him"

Jokn Devenport describes the imcident in the followingwrds:
» ifter surrounding ithe bouse, the assassins then forcibly entered
it, but finding instead of their purposed victim, the youthful Ali,
caluly and resignedly awaiting the death intended for his Chief, so much
devotedness excited the pity even of those mem of bloocd, and Ali was left
unharsed™. _

Ali'e devotion to the Frophet without fear to rum therefrom the
risk of his own life was much appreciated by the All-knowing Judge of man,
the merciful God, who seat down the angels Gabriel and Hichael to guard
him from the murdercus mob; and inforsed the Prophet on his way to Hadinma
of his approval of ili's resiguationm to His will, with the words contained
in verse 2V 3 Sura 1I of the wuranm:

% And of men there is one who selleth his soul for the sake

of seeking the pleasure of Godj and God is gracicus unte
bis servanis."

THE CAVE ON
HCURT THOSR Leaving the house the Prophet met Abubekr, whom he required

tc accompany him, and both of them proceeded in the dead of
night, as guickly as they could, towards the south, a direction ooposite
¥edina towards which Hobammed thought the FHeccans would maturzlly suppose
him to have gone. Speeding atoul ese an hour and a half, they approached
a rocky summit of Wount Thowr, by a rugged and difiicult path. There they
found a low cavera with an opening hardly sufficieat %o adpit them singly
ibubekr crept iato it first, cleansed it sweepine all round, then the
Prophet entered and took shelter iate it along with Abubekr. During the
night, the spider worked a thick web over the opening of the cave, a bushy
plant grew up nea=r it and a pigeon laid eggs forming its nest thereat,
so that the cave $o all appearances looked deseried for long.

The wWoreish, exasperated at the sudden and successful escape
of their intended victim, set a reward of hundred camels for Huhasued's
capture, alive or dead. Scouts were set om %o search ocut the fugitive
in every direction, and they explored every haunt in the neighbo.rhood,
some miles round the city.They arrived near the cave wherein the ¥rophet
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¥as hiddem. Abubekr eame became uneasy and fearful of ihe izminent danger
of being discovered. e began to whine and said trembling to the Proshet
"¥hat if our persuers should find us ocut™ 7 ¥e are but tuo.” "Ion't be
afraid * replied he, "illah is with us®™. Approaching the cave, the
Providentizl spider's web 2nd the pigeon's mect with €gse gconvinced the
toreieh scouts that the place was selitary for a lomg time. They turned
back without looking into it.
THEPEOFHED'S
BIGRATION-622 %.D. Fubammad passed three days with kis calm unwavering
trust in Cod in %his cave upon the barrem rock of the ®¥bld track tozether
with Abubekr maturally im suspemse. it the close of the th5ird day wvhen the
beat ofthe persuit bad subsided and the busy curicsity of the first agitation
relaxed, ili provided them with camels in charge of s guide to lezd them
to Sedima by an unfrequented route. Iy the evering of Sondsy, the Sth of
Babi-ul-iwwal or 2let June 622 i.D. they were well started on their Journey.
On the secondday of their Journey, when they vere thinking

themselves beyond the probability of being persujfed, they beheld in the
distance behind them the fast approaching form of 2 msn~ Sorsga bin Kalik-
who, tempted by the reward set upon the head of the prophet, had not yet
given up the search. At the sight, Abubekr again began to treable for fear
of teing captured, and cried out, "ie are lost®. Mohaused cowforted bim
again saying " Don't be afraid, illab is with us™. So saying,the Prophet
prayed to God for protection; anmd lo i as the peérsuer wivanced, his

ctarger reared and sank wotionless on the ground and the rider was hopeless.
Sewildered and astounded, Serses was convinced of heavenly interference,
and eaireated the forgivenness of the Yrophet, §ranisiag net to betray

bhis. The Frophet prayed for hiw and his charg¢r-get upy and he rode back

to Becca. Mohammed was sgsim free o peraue Lis course along the sea cosst.

L KINACLE Before his encounter witk his persuer, the Prophet had reposed

for = while at {adid in & tent belenging to @ noble lady, c‘«a
¥a'bad, of that plsce. Wkes he get up to resuse hig Journey, he perforaed
ablutions preparatery to his after-ncon prayers, throwing water over a piant
close by the tent. The plant was found the next day te have gTown uwp to a
iree laden with fruite and with leuves Bigger than ever it tad., The people
who tasted its fruits, found thes to be very delicious and having a pleasant
flavour. ihe tree was hencforth considersd a8 tleseed, and the sick got
cured with its fruits znd leaves. I% sson acquired a wide fame. People
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from distant places throngsd around it. Some tem yeoars afterwards it sbed its
fruits =il of & sudicn.‘he incident coincided with the day of the Frophet's

 desath. About thirty years later, onthe day of Ali's assasination, fruiis

of the tree agszin fell down all at once, and it never produced amy fvuit again.
fhe people, Lowever, contented themselves =ith its leaves for getting cure

of their disesses. At last; onthe day of the murder of Husasin] the grsudson

of the Frophei, at Earbala & red fluid was found flowing prefusely from its
trupk and the Sree dried up.

(from Harly Fistozry of lsiam)
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By Dr, 411 Shariati
HIJRAT

4 PRIEARY FACICRE IS TFF RISE CF CIVILIZATICE

There are several important Sopics in the human sciences
that I discovered with the aid of the wura'm that bave not yet been
discussed by these sciences. Cae is the topic of migratiom. The tovic
is discussed only in its historical dimension i.e. the movement of
pecples from onme point to another. Froz the tome in which the Yura'm
discussed emigration and migrante, from the life of the Prophet and
in general, from the concept of migration held im early Islam, I came
to realize that migration despite what Fuslims imagine, ie rot merely
a hislorical event.

The understanding that Muslims have of the jijra is
that a nusmber of the companions migrated from Hecca tc Abyssinia and
%izdina on the orders of the Prophet. They imagine thst migration has
the generzl sense in the history of the movement of 2 primitive or
semi~civilized people from one place to anotier, as & result of
geographical or political factors, and that for Muslims, migration
represents simply an eveni that took place in the life of the Huslims
and the Prophet of Islam. But from the tone in which migrstion is
discussed in the Qura'nm, I cam %o perceive that migraticn is a prefound
philosophicnl and social principle. Then turnimg my attention to
history, I realized that migration ias an iufinitely glorious srinciple,
and thst it constitutes a totally fresh topic, one by no means as simple
as history and historians have made it out to be. Even the philosopbers
of Listory have not paid attention to the guestion of migration as
it truly deserves, for migration has been the primary faetor in the
rise of civilization througheut history.

: 41l the twentysevem civilizations that we ksow of in
bistory have been born of & migration that preceded thems there is
not a single exception %o this rule. The converse is alse true, that
there is no case on record in which a primitive tribe has beccme |
civilized and created an advanced culture without first moving from
its homeland and migrating.
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I deduced this topic, which is of great relevance %o both
ristery and sociclogy, from Islam and the tome in whick the Gura'm
discussed migration and commands permanent and general migration.

i11 the civilizations in the world- from the most recent,
the civilisation of America, %o the most ancient that we know of,
the civilization of Sumer- came into being on the heels of a migration.
in each case, 2 primitive people remained primitive as iong as it stayed
in its own land, and attained civilization after understanding a
migration and establishing jteelf in a new land. A11 civilizations
are, then, bora éf the migrations of primitive people.
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Translated frowe saktabe islam

Rajab - 138

A4 PHELUDE TC THE SUCCESSFUL EICRATION
OF THE PROPHET TC RADINA

History reccrds prolonged battles and ememity im Yathrab
between the tuo prominent tribes of Banu Aws and Banu Khaszrsj. Asaad
bin Zurara, a chief of Banu Kbazraj, once travelled tc Hecca to gain
support for his tribe and collect some figkting equipment for his
arsy inorder to combat the uraish, their arch-ememy. Having sood
old relaticonshiv with staba bin Rabia, he put up at his house ir Heces.
He disclosed his intention for coming to ¥ecca and reguesied for

kis help. :
in reply Ataba said that it wee nct possible to accede to

his reguest 3had zp they themeelves were faced with rather ususual
groblems in those days. That somecne bad visen in Secca who talked
i1l of their seeds gofs and was opposing their ways of life. /fnd

by Bis sweet iongue, he could atiract the youns ones towards his
preaching and this was causing & rift among themselves, Thai he was
staying in the cuve of ibu Talib during the offseason and was cosing
aut only during the “aj sesson sad si‘-{ting at lga.g'ara Isiasil in the
Kasba, he was inviting people towards his newly proclaimeéd fuith.

P

iessd disappointed decided to return home w»ithout
contacting any cother leader of the clan. Befere be returned, he
wal zoing to visit the Ezaba imzccerdance with their old gusicm.
xiaxuxfes®iny Leest he came under the iafluence of ths Froshet in
¢ of ihe Tawaf {cireumbulaticn), itaba sugrecied to bim
e yutl cotlon in bis eors 80 that he 4id woel heer spy of the preachicg
by ihe rrophes.

: isaad then entered the ¥zava snd cozmbuced itk the
Tawaf. In %e course widh of the first round, Ris eyeoe fell on the
?m;hét eitting at the Hajare Tszmail surrounded by Punu Hasham who
were protecling kim. e wea decides thzt be would not come inte
contact with the Prophet and hence kept alesf of him. Sowever in
the course of completing the Tawaf, he suddenly thought that how
foolisk it was of biz to do so and what wovld Be reply tc guestions
atout the Trophet and bhis presching on bis return to Fadina.

the cours
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Forward he went to the Prophet of Islam where he was sitting and

in accordance with the custom of those days, he saluted thus ' ANA'IN
SABAHAN® to which the Prophet replied ' MY LOED HAS PRESCRIBED A BETTER
GREETING THAN THIS AND AT THE TIME OF VISITING EACH OTHER, ONE SHOULD
UTTER ™ SALAMUN ALATKGH".

Thereafter isaad requested the Prophet o explainm his aims and
objects and shed some light on his teachings. The Prophet upon this
request recited the following verses of the holy Gura’n:s

" 3ay s Come I will recite what your Lord has forbidden %o
you = (remember) that you do not associate anything with

Him and show kindness to your parents, and do not slay your

childrén for (fear of} poverty- ¥e provide for you and for

theme and do not draw nigh to indecencies, those of them
which are apparent and those which are concealed, and do

not kill the soul which Allah has forbidden except for the

reguirements of justice; this He has enjoined you with

that you may understand.

#nd do not approach the properiy of the opphan except in

the best manner until he attains his maturity; and give

fu!l measure and weight with justice~ Ye do not impose on

any soul a duty ezcept to the extent of its ability; and

when you speak, then be just though it be (against) a

relative, and fulfil illah's covenamt; this He has

enjoined you with that you may be mindful.”

(Anam v.152 & 153)

These verses had provided guidance for the Arabs who were
suffering from age-ocld seourge of inter-tribal wars for ever 120
years and various forms of barbarism. Recitation of thes e verses
by the Prophet had such a deep impaet on the mind of fAsaad thot
he instantly converted and accepted Islam. He pleasded to the Prophet
to send a missionary to Madina so as to convey the message of Islam
%o the people there.

On his return to Madina, Asaad naturally must have Gescribed
to the people of his impressions about the Prophet =nd kis messSage.
Besides the visits paid by other Huslim coaveris paid a way for

a successful migration and setilement of the Prophet at Madina.



